MINUTES
FRITCH CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
509 WEST BROADWAY

FRITCH, TEXAS

7:00 P.M.
The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Fritch, Texas was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Kevin Keener with the following members present:



Mayor Pro-tem Craig Adams                     Councilmember Bob Layton



Councilmember Roland Ledford                Councilmember Ivan Wade




Councilmember Jacqueline Praeuner

CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT:  Ernest Terry, Leslie Bass, Terry Cox, Josh Akins, Robin Dickerson, 






          Bobby Lamb, Greg LeFevre, Will Lozier, Aaron Zink, 






          Brian Smith, Justin Unwin, Kristy Thompson.

ITEM I
INVOCATION - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



Councilmember Wade gave the invocation.



Mayor Pro-tem Adams led the Pledge of Allegiance

ITEM II
RECOGNIZE VISITORS - Mayor Kevin Keener



Mayor Kevin Keener recognized visitors as shown on the attached list.

ITEM III
APPROVAL OF MINUTES



1. Minutes of Regular Council Meeting August 18, 2009.




Councilmember Jacqueline Praeuner made the motion to approve the above listed minutes.



Mayor Pro-tem Adams seconded the motion.



Ayes:  All members voted yes.

ITEM IV 
 OPEN FORUM

                         Midge Savage questioned Council about the tax rate and whether or not there was an increase.  
                         Council stated that this was an agenda item and would be discussed later in the meeting.

                         Mrs. Savage informed the Council that she had checked with surrounding cities concerning 

                         part-time employee benefits.  She stated that none of the cities she contacted provided any

                         benefits for these employees except  for the mandated TMRS.
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ITEM V   
 OLD BUSINESS

1. Deliberate and take action on clarification of Ordinance 503; manpower hours and 
employee benefits.                                         
 
Mr. Terry discussed the manpower hours and he requested full- time and part -time hours
                         be determined by the position and not the actual hours worked.  Mr. Terry informed the Council 


that two part-time employees were receiving sick and/or vacation benefits.  


Mayor Pro-Tem Adams stated that we needed to be fair to all employees. 


Chief Cox stated that he didn’t feel it was fair for an employee that is just part-time to receive 
the same benefits as a full-time employee. 


After a lengthy discussion between Council and City employees in attendance, Mayor Pro-tem 

                        Adams made a motion to provide benefits to full-time employees only.  The motion 

                        grandfathered the two employees currently receiving sick and /or vacation time.  It was 


stated that a new benefit policy will be presented to the Council before the next fiscal year.


Councilmember Ledford seconded the motion.

                        Councilmember Layton and Councilmember Wade abstained from voting .

Ayes:  Mayor Pro-tem Adams, Councilmember Layton, and Councilmember Praeuner voted yes.

2. Deliberate and set proposed tax levy in Ordinance No. 504A, an ordinance levying taxes 
for the municipal government of the City of Fritch, Texas and providing for the interest 
and sinking fund for the fiscal year 2010, apportioning each levy for the specific purpose.


Mayor Pro-Tem Adams made the motion to accept Ordinance No. 504A, an ordinance levying 
taxes for the municipal government of the City of Fritch, Texas and providing for the interest and 
sinking fund for the fiscal year 2010, apportioning each levy for the specific purpose.


Councilmember Wade seconded the motion.


Ayes:  All members voted yes.



3. Properties in violation of health and safety ordinances.


Kristy Thompson, Code Enforcement, informed the Council about the progress on the properties 

                        that were in violation of health and safety ordinances.  She stated that Bobby Lamb would be 

                        mowing some of these properties and billing the owners.  

ITEM VI
 PROCLAMATION                                                                                                               

 1.  “City of Fritch 50th Birthday” Proclamation   

 2.  “Constitution Week” Proclamation


 

 Mayor Keener read the City of Fritch 50th Birthday and the Constitution Week Proclamations.

MINUTES

FRITCH CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
ITEM VII 
 NEW BUSINESS


1. Vicki Wilson, Fritch Chamber of Commerce, to address Council concerning Howdy 
Neighbor Day.


Vicki Wilson thanked everyone for mowing the park and she discussed the electrical issues at 

                        the park.  Mrs. Wilson stated that she felt she had been treated very disrespectfully by Mr. 
Terry when she approached him with the electrical issues. Mayor Pro-tem Adams suggested 
contacting an electric company to donate temporary panels to use during Howdy Neighbor Day. 

 No action needed.

                       2. Deliberate and take action on Fritch Crime Control and Prevention District 2009-2010 
Budget.            
                        Chief Cox presented the 2009-2010 Fritch Crime Control and Prevention District Budget.


Mayor Pro-Tem Adams made the motion to accept the 2009-2010 Fritch Crime Control and 


 
Prevention budget as presented.


Councilmember Praeuner seconded the motion.


Ayes:  All members voted yes.

                       3. Deliberate and take action to nominate and appoint Jim McClellan to Crime Control 
Board to fill vacancy.


Mayor Pro-tem Adams made the motion to appoint Jim McClellan to Crime Control Board to 

 
fill vacancy left by Doug Schmidt.


Councilmember Ledford seconded the motion.


Ayes:  All members voted yes.


4. Judge Dickerson to address Council on ordinance and state law on junk vehicles.


Judge Dickerson addressed the Council on the clarification of State Laws on the definition of 


junk vehicles.  Judge Dickerson also clarified the City Ordinances pertaining to these vehicles.  

Please see the attached documents concerning this item.


6. Deliberate and take action to nominate individual for the Hutchinson County


 Appraisal District Board.     

Mayor Pro-tem Adams made the motion to nominate Leslie Deaton for the Hutchinson County 

                        Appraisal District Board.

                        Councilmember Wade seconded the motion.


Ayes:  All members voted yes.
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ITEM VIII
 EXECUTIVE SESSION
                                                                                                


 1.  Executive Session under Section 551.074:  Personnel, Judge Dickerson.

                         Deliberate and take action on Executive Session concerning Judge Dickerson.


The Council retired into Executive Session at 9:06 p.m. and returned at 9:47 p.m.


Mayor Pro-tem Adams made the motion to accept resignation of Judge Dickerson.


Councilmember Praeuner seconded motion.


Ayes:  All members voted yes.

ITEM IX
 CITY MANAGER REPORT










 1. Financial Report


 2.  American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Stimulus Money.



 3.  Rick Perry announcement of grant award for Canine Intervention.



 4.  Job opening filling vacancy for Judge.


 5.  Police car places 3rd in contest.

ITEM X 
 MAYORAL/COUNCILMEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS



1.  Set date for next Regular Council Meeting. (October 20, 2009)


2.  Mayor Keener thanked Judge Dickerson for her years of service to the City.



3.  Mayor Keener asked everyone to come out and enjoy Howdy Neighbor Day.



4.  Councilmember Praeuner informed Council on the Park Committee.



5.  Councilmember Layton questioned Chief Cox about the security cameras.

ITEM XI
 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS



No items were discussed

ITEM XII
 ADJOURNMENT


 1.  If there is no further business, the Mayor can adjourn the meeting.  If all of the items 

                             listed in the agenda have not been considered and disposed of, a majority vote is

                             required to adjourn.


           With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m.

READ, PASSED AND APPROVED on this 20th of October, 2009.

__________________________                                                  _____________________________

Kevin Keener, Mayor                                                                     Leslie Bass, City Secretary
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